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Essex Innovation Programme
Providing practical support to develop and grow innovative businesses in Essex
Application Form

You are invited to complete this application form, to provide us outline information about your business idea and aspirations and to highlight where you feel you need support. This will help us identify whether the proposal aligns with the programme goals.

Please provide as much information as is possible dependant on the maturity of the business / idea. 
Please email completed application form to: Helen.Quinnell@Essex.gov.uk
Notes:

· All information provided will be kept strictly confidential
· The boxes will expand as you type

· Only complete relevant boxes

	1
	Applicant Details

	
	Contact Name:
	

	
	Company Name:
	

	
	Contact / Company Address:
	

	
	Telephone:
	

	
	Mobile:
	

	
	Email:
	

	
	How many years has your  your business been trading?
	
	Please forecast turnover for current year £K
	

	2
	New business concept / business growth project background information

	
	Please identify the rationale for your new business concept or business growth idea and how you have arrived at this point. 

Include any information on market research , customer base (existing or proposed), competition  analysis, business stage (pre-start, start-up, established)  etc

	
	

	3
	Description of the  new business concept / business growth project

	
	Please describe the concept and how it is innovative. Where possible include; goals, aspirations, sustainability and, growth potential. If applicable include the business issue it provides a solution for. What impact do you foresee this activity will have on you / your business?
State vision for where you intend to see your business in three years time


	

	How many staff does the company employ?
	
	Do you have an up to date business plan? 
	  Y / N

	4
	Intellectual Property Rights

	
	

	
	List all patents, design registrations, registered trade marks

	
	

	5
	Grants and State Aid received

	
	Have you received any grants or state aid in the last 3 years?  Y / N

	
	If yes, you must provide full details of all grants and state aid received in this period (include a separate sheet if necessary).  This should include any support via Business Link, European Union funding, Government funding, Enterprise Agencies

	
	Date of Payment

Name of Provider

Amount £

Brief Reason for Payment



















	6
	Other support already received

	
	Please describe any other support you are already receiving, or have received in the past 12 months, eg from banks, venture capitalists, business support organisations etc

	
	


	7
	Areas of support

	Indicate the areas of support you require to achieve your business vision, eg: technical, design, IPR, management, sales development, product publicity, strategy, finance, inter-personal skills, business planning, etc

	

	8
	Other information

	
	Please attach any other relevant information such as business plans, strategies,  financials, market research and feasibility studies

	
	Please add a list of any attachments here:



	
	BY SIGNING THIS FORM YOU AGREE TO COMPLY WITH ALL UK LEGISLATION, TRADE IN A FAIR AND SAFE MANNER AND DO NOTHING THAT WILL BRING ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL INTO DISREPUTE. YOU ALSO AGREE TO YOUR RESPONSIBILITES IDENTIFIED IN THE EMPLOYER CHARTER

	
	Name (print)
	

	
	Date
	

	
	Signature
	


Next steps: Following review of the initial application, selected applicants will be invited to discuss their application further with the Innovation Team.
Contact details:

Essex Innovation Programme
E3,



County Hall




Tel: 
+44 (0) 7918 904941
Market Road




Email:   Helen.Quinnell@Essex.gov.uk
Chelmsford




Web:
www.essexinnovation.co.uk
Essex CM1 1QH




Employer Charter

Through the Essex Innovation Programme you can expect the following services from us:

· An initial meeting to discuss your ideas and check your eligibility for the Programme.

· Access to an experienced private sector business professional

· Up to 8 face-to-face development and implementation meetings with your identified mentor over an annual period (on average).

· Advice on next steps and possible funding available 

· Access to academic and other partnerships

· Information on upcoming events and workshops.

· Referral to other appropriate business support organisations.

· You may also receive free press coverage and promotion for your business.

· We will endeavour to respond to you within 3 working days. 

The total value of this support averages at £5,000.

To participate in the Programme we require the following of you:

· A commitment to develop and grow your Essex based business or concept.

· A willingness to take advice on board 

· Regular feedback on project activity (through your mentor).

· The completion of an exit survey (evaluation) so that we can improve our services where possible.

· Notification of any change of contact details.

· A questionnaire to be completed at 6 monthly intervals after your programme activity completes (for up to a maximum of 3 years). 

· Where appropriate the provision of material / information for the production of a case study.

· Your agreement to use case study material in all our marketing channels.
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